Las Vegas Area Council

Boy Scouts of America

2014 Merit Badge Midway
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Merit Badges
Schedule
Q‐ Where can I find out which merit badges are offered?
The Merit Badge Midway schedule is posted on the Las Vegas Area Council website at www.lvacbsa.org. Classes
are offered on Sat. morning, Sat. afternoon, and Sunday afternoon.
Q‐How can I tell if there is space available in the classes?
When you access the registration page, only the classes that have available space will be listed.
Q‐How long are the classes?
Regular merit badge classes are two hours. Eagle required merit badges will be offered in three hour class
sessions. There are also six (6) extended merit badges classes offered this year that are 4 hours (or two
sessions) long.
New to Scouts
Q‐My son is new to Boy Scouts. Are merit badges okay for new or younger Boy Scouts?
Yes, choose merit badges that have fewer requirements and will be faster and easier to earn. Suggestions for
new Scouts include these two hour classes: Art, Coin Collecting, Fingerprinting, Textiles, and Traffic Safety. Also,
Orienteering (4 hour session) is a fun class for new Scouts.
Q‐What is an Eagle required merit badge?
To earn the highest rank in Boy Scouts, the Eagle rank, Scouts must earn 21 merit badges including 13 required
badges and 8 elective badges. (This is a change beginning in January 2014, as the Cooking Merit Badge is now a
requirement.) Most of the Eagle required merit badges are more difficult than the elective badges and some
take over 12 weeks to earn. Eagle required badges will be offered in three hour class sessions at the Scout Expo.
Eagle required merit badges may be identified by the silver thread stitched around the outside of the patch.
Pre‐requisites
Q‐What are the pre‐requisites for the merit badge classes?
As class time is limited at Scout Expo, each counselor will determine which requirements he/she is able to teach
in class. Those requirements that cannot be completed in class will be listed as pre‐requisites. The Scout must
complete these pre‐requisites prior to class to complete the merit badge.
Q‐What happens if a Scout does not complete the pre‐requisites prior to class?
The Scout will receive a partial and may work on completing the requirements at a later date.
Q‐Where are the pre‐requisites listed?
There is a link on the www.lvacbsa.org website that lists all the merit badges offered at Scout Expo.
Worksheets
Q‐What is a merit badge worksheet?
A merit badge worksheet is a list of the requirements that has been formatted to allow the Scout to write in the
answers as needed to complete the requirements.
Q‐Is it required for the merit badge class?
Yes, worksheets should be printed by the Scout prior to class. The Scout should complete any pre‐requisites on
the worksheet and bring it to class.
Q‐Where are the worksheets available?
There are several websites that offer the worksheets online. Verify that the worksheet is referencing the most
current merit badge requirements by confirming the latest revision date at www.scouting.org
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Blue Cards
Q‐What is a blue card?
A blue card is the application for the merit badge. It is a three‐section, blue card approximately 4” x 6”. The
card indicates progress toward the completion of the merit badge. A blue card is required for each merit badge.
Q‐Where do we obtain blue cards?
Blue cards should be available from your Scoutmaster. Request a new blue card for each new merit badge.
Q‐What do we do with completed blue cards?
The merit badge counselor will detach and retain the counselor section of the blue cared. The other two
completed blue card sections will be returned to the Scout. The Scout should submit the application section to
his Troop’s Advancement Chairperson and retain the applicant’s section for his own (the Scout’s) records. Many
Scouts like to store and display them in baseball card albums.
Q‐ Where and when will the Scout receive the actual merit badge patch?
The actual merit badge patch is purchased by the Troop and presented to the Scout at the next Court of Honor
or meeting depending on your Troop’s protocol.
Completed Blue Card or Completed Merit Badge
Q‐What happens when the Scout completes all the requirements of the merit badge?
When a Scout completes all requirements of the merit badge, he is done and has earned the badge!! See above
section on blue cards.
Partial Blue Card or Partial Merit Badge
Q‐What happens if a Scout does not complete all the requirements of the merit badge?
If a Scout only completes some, but not all the requirements, the counselor will list the completed requirements
and initial and date the reverse side of the applicant’s record section of the blue card. The counselor only initials
those requirements completed, he/she does not sign the blue card and all sections are returned to the Scout for
completion at a later time.
Q‐How does a Scout finish a partial merit badge?
The Scout may work independently or contact the merit badge counselor and request assistance. The Scout
may work with any registered merit badge counselor.
Books/Pamphlets
Q‐What are the merit badge books/pamphlets?
The merit badge books (or pamphlets) are helpful and provide information to assist the Scout in preparing for
the merit badge. The books list the merit badge requirements along with helpful information on how to
complete the requirements. Scouts should plan on reading the merit badge books prior to attending any merit
badge class.
Q‐Is there a difference between the merit badge book and the pamphlet?
No, some folks call them books and some folks call them pamphlets. They are approximately 5”x 8” small books
or brochures or pamphlets that range from 30 to 80 pages.
Q‐Where can we get the books/pamphlets?
The Trading Post at the Reynolds Scout Center sells the books for approximately $5 each. They may also be
available for loan from your Troop’s library.
Q‐Where is the Trading Post located?
The Trading Post is within the Reynolds Scout Center at 7220 S Paradise Road at the intersection of Warm
Springs and Paradise. Check the Council’s website at www.lvacbsa.org for hours of operation.
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A Scout is Prepared
How to Prepare
Q‐How should a Scout prepare for the merit badge classes at Scout Expo?
1. Review the pre‐requisites, if any
2. Print the worksheet
3. Complete pre‐requisites
4. Read the merit badge book
What to Bring
Q‐What does the Scout need to bring to class?
1. Chair‐camp
2. Blue card for each merit badge class
3. Water
4. Class schedule (We will have a list available if he forgets)
5. Pen or pencil
6. Merit Badge worksheets
7. Binder or clipboard to organize paperwork and create a solid writing surface
8. Proof that pre‐requisites have been completed
9. Lunch or money to purchase lunch
10. A great attitude and a smile!!

Registration
Deadline
Q‐What is the deadline to register?
The deadline to register online is March 31st for the early registration discount ($5 to $10 per class). Online
registration will continue to be available until April 19th but classes will not be discounted ($10 to $20 per class).
Making Changes to Registration
Q‐Our schedule has changed and I need to change my registration. How can I change it?
Yes, you can change the registration online. You will need to “unselect” the class you have registered for first.
You will then be able to select other classes that are still available.
Refunds
Q‐Our schedule has changed and we are not able to attend. Can we get a refund?
We are not able to refund fees. You may transfer the registration to another Scout.
Walk In Registration
Q‐We missed the online registration. Can we register on‐site?
Walk in registrations will be accepted 15 + minutes prior to the start of class and will also be available on site on
Friday evening, April 25th. Walk in registration is more expensive at $15‐$30 per class and space will be limited.
Cancellations
Q‐We are not going to be able to attend. How do we cancel our registration?
You may change your registration online. There are no refunds; you may transfer the classes to another Scout.
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Counselors
Volunteering
Q‐ I am willing to teach a merit badge. How do I sign up?
Please contact Bramby Tollen at brambyt@hotmail.com
Qualifications/Requirements
Q‐ What are the qualifications and requirements to teach a merit badge?
Merit Badge counselors must be knowledgeable and enthusiastic about the subject matter. All counselors must
either be registered Scouters or submit a (no‐charge) application to be a merit badge counselor. All counselors
must also be current with their online Youth Protection Training (within the last two years).
Parking
Q‐ I’m teaching a merit badge and have a lot of equipment for my class. Can I park close by?
Yes, parking is available directly across the street from the Merit Badge Midway Check‐In Table.
Maps will be available in early April.
Q‐ Will there be carts or helpers to assist with unloading and set up?
Yes, we will have an electric cart and helpers to assist with loading and unloading. Check in with the folks at the
Check‐In Table and they will locate helpers and the cart.
What to Bring
Q‐ I’m teaching a merit badge, what will be provided and what do I need to bring?
A table and two chairs will be provided. You will also receive a class packet with the class roster and a few extra
blue cards, worksheets, and pencils. All merit badge materials are the counselor’s responsibility. The council
does own some equipment that can be borrowed. Please contact Brandon Dervishian at 968‐8133 or
brandon.dervisihian@scouting.org at the Scout office if you would like to inquire about available equipment.
Also, please bring water, snacks, lunch (or money to purchase lunch), and sunscreen. All classes are outdoors.
If you have a shade structure or a pop‐up tent, you are welcome and encouraged to bring it for your class.
Q‐ There will be some expenses associated with teaching the merit badge, who pays?
There is a very small budget that can reimburse and/or provide supplies if you make arrangements at least one
month in advance. Please contact Brandon Dervishian at 968‐8133 at the Scout office for more information.
Q‐ Is there electricity available?
Not really, there may be an outlet or two available. Most classes will take place under a tree in the park. Please
plan to use battery operated equipment if needed.
Additional Questions
Please contact Bramby Tollen at brambyt@hotmail.com if you have any questions.

Thank you! Looking forward to a fun and fabulous event!!!
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